WATER      DROP-WORT,     HEMLOCK-WORT

Oenanthe crocata L.

316. Water Drop-Wort, Hemlock-Wort, Oenanthe crocata L.
(X i); perennial up to about 5 ft. high; roots tuberous, like a
bunch of small narrow carrots, and with numerous fine fibrous
i1 roots (A, X i); stems thickened at the nodes, juice becoming
yellow when exposed to the air; leaves bipinnate, the segments
broadly cuneate and coarsely toothed or pinnately lobed,
glabrous or nearly so; umbels numerous on long terminal
peduncles; primary umbel usually without bracts, but sometimes
with modified leaves, smaller umbels with a few bracts, and these
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sometimes quite leafy (foliaceous); outer flowers in each umbel
stalked and mostly infertile (male), the middle ones sessile or
nearly so and fertile; petals white; ovary inferior, with 2 distinct
styles; fruit (B, x 5) narrow, oblong-cylindric, with a solitary
vitta (resin channel) between each pair of ribs (family Umbelli-
ferae).

This species is very poisonous in all its parts, and may be
mistaken for ce-lery and the root-stock for parsnips. It is liable
to be collected amongst other herbs for rabbit food. The root Is
the most toxic, and drying does not destroy the poisonous
property. In cases of poisoning the symptoms usually appear
^ery quickly, and death may take place within an hour or two.
Tt grows in marshes and ditches and along the banks of tidal
rivers such as the'Thames, flowering in summer.
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